
Bristol Tennessee City Schools 

2021-2022 & 2022-2023 School Calendar Taskforce Report 

A Calendar Task Force, comprised of eight parents, eight teachers, three school administrators, and three 

district administrative resources, developed and recommended the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 school 

calendars to the Bristol Tennessee Board of Education. The calendars were approved at the July 2020 board 

meeting. 

Both school year calendars are very similar. The task force’s significant points of discussion and decision-

making factors are outlined below: 

School Start Date 

The school start date is always a topic of interest. While some stakeholders expressed interest in starting 

school later in August, there were three primary factors the task force took into account when selecting the 

start date: high school block schedule, fall break, and release date prior to Christmas. 

 Christmas Release Date 

The date students get out of school prior to Christmas does impact the start date in August. Both of these 

calendars recommend a start date the first week of August and a relatively early release date prior to 

Christmas. The task force considered the following primary factors in determining the release date prior to 

the holiday break: 

o Gaining days in the semester just prior to Christmas does not maximize the number of 

instructional days prior to end-of-course assessments for high school students. The state 

window for those exams opens in early December. (See “Block Schedule” below.) 

o The task force prefers to keep weeks whole when possible instead of partial weeks where 

instruction is more difficult to plan and attendance is traditionally lower.  

o In previous years, parents have informally expressed that childcare is less of an issue prior to 

Christmas vs. the first week of January. 

 

 Block Schedule 

Tennessee High School and Tennessee Online Public School are on block schedules. On a block schedule, 
high school students complete an entire course for credit each semester. The state sets the dates for end-
of-course testing each December and May. The December dates are typically a block of time in early 
December. Therefore, the first semester must end before Christmas break for students to have an 
equitable number of instructional days in the course and an equitable number of instructional days before 
the exams in both fall and spring semesters. If not, a student taking Biology in the fall semester would have 
fewer instructional days leading up to his/her exam than a student taking Biology in the spring semester. In 
order to achieve fairness for high school students, the task force attempted to make the semesters 
equitable arriving at 88 student days in first semester and 92 student days in second semester. 
 
 Fall Break 

 
In the past, BTCS has condensed fall break into two or three days in favor of starting two or three days 

later in August. Based on feedback from stakeholders prior to beginning the process, the task force 

recommends a week-long fall break in both calendars. 

Nine-Week Breaks 

Both calendars are divided quarterly. The holiday break is between semester one and semester two. Fall and 

spring breaks are at the midpoint of each semester between the nine weeks. While consideration was given to 

placement of spring break based on other factors recommended by stakeholders, task force members 



determined placement between the nine weeks to be in the best interest of the instructional program and 

therefore in the best interest of students. 

Flexible Learning Days (formerly Optional Student Days) 

Several years ago, BTCS introduced R.A.C.E. Camp days, which were also known as optional student/teacher 

inservice days. During the task force’s research, it was discovered that the purpose of these days was not 

always understood. Therefore, the task force is seeking to better define the days and rename the days Flexible 

Learning Days. 

In the proposed calendars, the number of days has been reduced from six to five with only four of the days 

being Flexible Learning Days. Flexible Learning Days … 

o Were initially developed to have more time for teachers to collaborate, review student data, and 

participate in continued professional learning. 

o Evolved into optional student attendance days; as the board and other district leaders recognized the 

hardship these days may place on some families, a plan was developed to provide remediation and 

enrichment opportunities for students. 

o DO count as student days; therefore, they DO NOT impact school start date, the date school dismisses 

for Christmas, the ending date in May, or any other decisions when meeting the 180-day requirement. 

o Are earned from the 13 stockpiled snow days. Therefore, by using five of them, the calendar still has 

eight days available in case of inclement weather.  

Fall/Spring NASCAR Race Dates 

For the 2019-2020 (last school year) and 2020-2021 (current school year) school calendars, the Friday before 

the Saturday and Sunday spring NASCAR races were removed as “closed” days in order to end school prior to 

Memorial Day. Since traffic the Friday before the spring race is no longer much of an issue for buses, the 

previous task force opted to be in school that day instead of returning for one day following Memorial Day. 

However, with the days available in these two calendars and it being noted that some athletic teams work at 

the track on the Friday prior to the spring races, this task force added the spring race days back into both 

calendars. Both of these dates are “to be determined” and will add a “closed” day to fall and spring semesters 

once announced. 

Memorial Day 

The task force felt teachers and families are in favor of finishing the year prior to Memorial Day if possible. 

Both calendars allow for that in second semester. 

 


